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January 29, 2015
Maeven Sipes
Northern Illinois Food Bank

273 Dearborn Court

Geneva, IL 60134
Dear Maeven, 
Northern Illinois Food Bank would like to nominate Marta Davy for the 2015 Philanthropic Leadership Award for her commitment to our food bank through sponsorship, volunteer engagement, board leadership, and her unwavering commitment to end hunger. 
Marta L. Davy
340 S. Sturges Parkway

Elmhurst, IL 60126

630-926-9643

Marta8@aol.com
Marta can best be described as a dynamic and dedicated leader of Northern Illinois Food Bank as well as for a number of other organizations.  She has officially been on the board for less than a year but the food bank has enjoyed a strong relationship with her since 2011.  She has generated a number of monetary gifts for the food bank and is currently working with the Rotary Club of Elmhurst to fund a diabetes pilot to increase the availability of healthy food to people in need.  All funds raised during two Rotarian paddle raise events and the 2013 Rotarian president installation event benefited the food bank which has helped us continue to feed thousands of our hunger neighbors. Since 2010 The Rotary Club of Elmhurst has donated over $50,000 to the Food Bank. Marta also provides in-kind donations for events, valuable advice on key financial decisions and has introduced us to many of her constituents.
Besides being an amazing part of our core she volunteers at one of our agencies, Yorkfield Pantry, and is currently writing a grant for future funding.  This pantry is very close to her heart.

They say the busiest people make the best volunteers and she has proven this time and again.  Marta’s been involved with the Elmhurst District 205 Board of Education for over 12 years.  She was President for 2 years, worked with 4 superintendents and hired 3 of them!  Her parents were both school teachers and were honored when she was chosen to be on a Governor’s task force to re-write school code. 
She’s been a member of the Rotary Club of Elmhurst for 15 years and has served in almost every capacity.  She joined because she wanted to be a force in her local business community and give back as much as possible.  She is currently working on a task force to tackle the huge issue of heroin use in Elmhurst schools by bringing together teachers, law enforcement & marketing experts to spread the word.

Elmhurst Presbyterian Church is also a huge part of Marta’s life and works tirelessly to develop their PADS (Public Action to Deliver Shelter) program which provides food & shelter ever Saturday night to the homeless in Elmhurst.
You know she’s a true community leader and visionary by the way she tackles new challenges.  When she learned about a Naperville 100 + Women Who Care group on our Facebook page she decided that Elmhurst needed their own chapter.  With 5 friends, she launched the Elmhurst 100 + Women Who Care chapter which currently have 163 members!  Their first charitable donation was $12,000 to the Food Bank’s BackPack Program. She has also helped launch 2 more groups and continues to educate and train women how to get involved.   
Personally, her leadership skills and especially her friendship is something I cherish.  I’m so proud to call her a friend and a mentor.  Marta’s commitment, talent, and dedication to so many community groups make her a natural for the Philanthropic Leadership Nomination.  
Sincerely,
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West Suburban Center
273 Dearborn Court
Geneva, IL 60134

(630) 443-6910

Northwest Center
6315 N. Second Street
Loves Park, IL 61111
(815) 639-1257

North Suburban Center
440 Keller Drive

Park City, IL 60085

(847) 336-3663

South Suburban Office
3033 W. Jefferson Street
Suite 210

Joliet, IL 60435

(815) 846-1041
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Julie Yurko
President & CEO
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